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New benches, new members, rainbows and memories of
the hospital flag are all in this edition for you to enjoy.
Bernie and Pete’s benches

As a lasting tribute for two much loved colleagues, staff at Queen Mary’s
purchased two benches in their memory. Both benches have been
placed in a nice sunny corner of the newly refurbished courtyard near
main reception.
For Bernie’s bench her family came along for a short unveiling
ceremony. They thanked the Dartford & Gravesham NHS Trust theatre staff, who
are based at Queen Mary’s, for the wonderful memories that Bernie had
treasured over the years through working with them. Everyone was thanked for
attending and ensuring that Bernie would always be remembered.
With the rest of the funds that QM staff collected for Pete, a tree has also been purchased for the
courtyard. Do go along and have a look at the wonderful benches.

Speakability’s new members!
Speakability are a patient group that have been meeting at the hospital for seven years. They
help people with their speech who have had strokes or brain injuries. Some of the group have
also helped around the hospital site in some of the closed in gardens and worked wonders with
these areas.
So it seems only fitting to introduce the newest members, not
to the group but to the groups leader Paul and to one of the
group members Will. They have both just become granddads
for the first time.
Paul has a handsome grandson, Teddy Louis and Will has a
beautiful granddaughter, Reeva Teddy.
We wish them and their families every happiness.

Paul and Teddy

Will and Reeva

Over the rainbow
One of our volunteers, Graham Sawkins during the
lockdown period has very kindly made us a
beautiful mosaic plaque depicting the NHS logo
with a rainbow going over. Graham used to
volunteer within the Estates and Facilities department but now
volunteers with ISS. He helps with all forms of admin tasks for the helpdesk. Thank you so
much Graham for this wonderful plaque and it has pride of place in main reception.
oxleas.nhs.uk

The first Queen Mary’s Hospital flag

When the new Queen Mary’s Hospital opened in the mid 1970’s on moving from the hutted wards
at the rear of Frognal House there was a flag pole but no Hospital flag.
Pat Howley, the Nursing Officer for the Operating Department was very keen that we should have
a flag that was specific to Queen Mary’s. At Nursing Officer meetings under any other Business
the subject was raised by her not infrequently, as was progress and problems.
Pat set about designing a flag that would represent our hospital, this she presented to us at a
Nursing Officer meeting .The flag was to have a green background, a circle in the centre with
Queen Marys Hospital on it surrounding the oak tree outline which represented the very old oak
tree at the back of Frognal House, which had been part of the old hospital grounds. I cannot
recall now but I think the circle was surmounted by a small crown. To have a professionally made
flag would cost £150.00 (a lot of money in those days) and she had approached the powers that
be but the money was not available. New hospital, no money for extras.
Nothing deterred Pat who proceeded to make, with I understand the
help of the Linen Room a homemade flag. Each piece, letter and shape
had to have a pattern made and cut out and sewn to the flag
background. At another Nursing Officer meeting some months later and
Pat was able to show us the entire finished article. The amount of work
that had gone into the flag was considerable and was very good.
The Queen Marys Hospital flag was duly raised by Mr Jeremy Wilson,
Consultant Surgeon and Pat Howley one morning soon after. A black
and white photograph shows this but sadly not the detail of the flag.
The story did not end there as our lovely flag over time needed frequent repairs and eventually
Pat raised the issue of its replacement as it could no longer be repaired. At the Nursing Officers
meeting at which this was raised it transpired that there was still no
money to pay for a professionally made flag. It was decided at this
meeting that we would hold a Hospital Fete to hopefully raise the
money.
Came the day ,everything was set up at the back of Frognal House
which still belonged to the hospital, the weather was not very good,
raffle tickets had been printed and we held our breath. At the appointed
time we were relieved to see people come to support their hospital and
raise more than we needed for the new flag.
New flag being raised by Dr Andrew Bamji
The new flag was ordered and raised to the relief of all, in
and Chief Nurse Rosemary Robinson
particular Pat Howley without whose persistence none of it
would have happened.
Susan Anderton (nee Delafield)
Nursing Officer 1976 - 1980

NB: The hospital flag pole was taken down some years ago so unfortunately we no longer have a hospital flag .

Final touches

The last quarter of the second floor has been refurbished, this now completes the building work
on this floor. The area includes all the same finishes as the rest of the floor and it is accessed
directly off the central core staircase and lifts to form an integrated public clinical area. The area
will house the Diabetes & Endocrinology team and the Podiatry team, who will be moving from A
Block in November.

Cabinet of history
Please do have a look at the two glass cabinets on your next visits to the hospital.
We are in the process of filling them with historical items and hope you will find
these as interesting as we do. None of these items have any monetary value but
the historical value is immense. If you have any comments or any information
about any of the items please do get in touch and let us know.
oxleas.nhs.uk

Christ the King - Sixth form
The final selection of pictures and the testimonials from students that were sent to us during the
lockdown period. We are so grateful for their kind thoughts and words to us all.
Thanks you NHS. You
are doing a wonderful
job!
Muqsit Animashaun

Thank you for the hard work
during this crisis. Bless you all
and continue the hard work.
Mary Mukengeshayi

Mr Richard Edwards
Exploring nature and practicing some
photography, whilst socially distancing
Thank you NHS!! We appreciate
the work ethic!
Tobi Oke
We appreciate all the work
you’ve put in and all the
sacrifices you’ve made. Keep
up the good work! Thank you
NHS!
Jada Lennon
I would just like to express my
most sincere thank you to all
workers in the NHS for providing
care to our loved ones and
bringing peace of mind to their
families.
Jada Tuitt-Hewitt
Thank you so much to all the NHS
staff out there risking their lives
for ours; your bravery and
sacrifice do not go unnoticed.
Your hard work every day is no
small feat, and we can only
imagine the courage it takes to be
fighting on the frontlines on our
behalf. From the bottom of our
hearts, we thank you. You show
us what it means to be selfless,
and to be brave: and we are
behind you every step of the way.
We truly, truly, cannot thank you
enough for all that you do.
Emelia Ayisah

Ms Gunduz
Embracing nature and the art of photography
during her daily walks in Hall Place Gardens
My special thanks to you and your team for the wonderful job you
are doing in the NHS. The public is very delighted with the work
you are doing and especially appreciated the extra time and effort
you put is certainly worthwhile.
Michael Perez-Anderson
Thank you so much to NHS staff for risking your lives and
protecting the vulnerable and the weak in this stressful time for the
millions of people in need. One of Martin Luther King Jr’s famous
quotes are “Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, what are
you doing for others?” This demonstrates your passion and
willingness to risk your lives and wellbeing for others to do your job
to the fullest. Thank you again NHS staff for shedding blood, sweat
and tears for each and every patient you attend to for we know that
where there is a beginning there is an end. So, keep on getting
stronger for a brighter and better future.
Mary Awolowo
Dear NHS staff members,
As a whole, we are extremely grateful for the fact that you risk your
lives and do all that is possible to save our family members and
loved ones. It is one of the most gracious actions to be able to put
your life on the line for strangers and I hope your kindness and hard
work is repaid. The cumulative amount of stress and pressure felt
throughout the NHS is unimaginably large but we all want you to be
aware that the community knows you are doing your best and
working to the best of your capabilities.
Thank you for your continuous service!
Andra-Iulia Lupu

I would like to write to thank you for all your hard work and dedication to the patients and for not giving
up on us when we needed you the most, thank you. You are all a great inspiration for me and the
people from around the country.
Thankyou NHS,
Sonia Obiokafor
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Christ the King cont …...
Dear NHS workers,
Where do I even begin? I am so grateful for the service that you
have been providing for everyone during this pandemic. I can’t
begin to imagine how hard it may be leaving your families,
working long hour shifts, putting your life on the line just to help
save the lives of people you don’t even know. This shows that you
guys are real life heroes. Thank you for your service. Thank you
for your kindness. Thank you for your patience. Thank you for your
sacrifice. There aren’t enough words to convey the gratefulness
that flows from everyone’s heart at this time. May God continue to
keep, sustain and provide for you all during this trying and difficult
time. Keep your heads up.
Deavionne Porter

Ms Stephanie Orlowski
Embracing a much loved hobby
and trying out a beloved recipe of
delicious muffins to get through
the isolation

Dear NHS Workers, Thank you so much for risking your life to protect those of others especially during
this dangerous pandemic. Thank you for coming into work when it was safer to stay at home with loved
ones. As well as working long hours due to the under staffing. I hope this virus and soon be contained
and that hospital workers like yourself can work more safely.
Once again thank you,
Christy
Thankyou NHS workers for
putting your lives at risk just for
us and getting to work
everyday and continuing to
help others throughout this
crisis. We truly appreciate your
work and we pray that as well
as making sure we are safe,
that you are also safe.
Miss Hooley's Tutor Group

Thank you to all the NHS staff working at Queen Mary’s Hospital.
Your work is an inspiration and a motivation to millions. Remember,
right now for a short amount of time ‘we must accept finite
disappointment, but we must never lose infinite hope’ - Martin Luther
King Jr
Again my gratitude goes out to all of the NHS staff that has produced
blood, sweat and tears to create a better tomorrow for this nation
because where there is a beginning there is an end and the end
result will surely be sweet and rewarding. So keep moving forward
together as brothers and sisters in the arm of medicine and strive to
reach a pleasant end.
Elizabeth Awolowo

Thank you NHS!
Justice Oyedokun
Thank you to all the key
workers at Lewisham
Hospital - particularly
those on the front line,
who are helping
tirelessly to help those
less fortunate!
Miss Chasteauneuf

Ava Tambala

Hannah Danso
oxleas.nhs.uk

Words of appreciation
We write to express our profound appreciation for your support
for all patients in the Lewisham community, most importantly, the
COVID-19 patients.
Our students over the age of 18, will be volunteering and
volunteer to help provide essential services at your hospital such
as providing tea, coffee and talking to your patients.
Yours Faithfully,
Mrs Okolo-Erokwu's Tutor Group

Memorial Plaques
We are still trying to find out information in regards to the numerous plaques and benches that
we have within the hospital. Do you know of someone that has that has a plaque or bench here
at the hospital? If so please email jen.smith4@nhs.net with the details. Thank you.

And finally…..

It is with a great sadness that this will be my last newsletter as I leave Queen Mary’s this week.
Having spent many years in the old huts as a child through ill health and then worked here for
just over 34 years (over half my life) the hospital has always been a big part of me.
I have had some great times and met some amazing people along the way. One of whom is
Mr Peter Savage, Consultant Surgeon. I have had the pleasure of showing him around the
redevelopments whilst remembering the ’good old days’. Mr Don Gibb will always have a special
place in my heart as he is such a lovely caring man and knew my phobia of dentists. He always
knew what to say to alleviate my nerves, had a wicked sense of humour too. Dr Andrew Bamji is
the person who introduced me to the history of the hospital of which I am eternally grateful. I
knew about the huts from my childhood but never knew the history behind them until I got to
know Andrew. I have never looked back and am still learning.
Through the history I met a lovely man and his wife Gerry and Liz Hoskins who both worked at
the old and new hospital. Gerry recalled many stories from the huts for our newsletters to
celebrate the centenary and we have met up twice a year since. I also have had the privilege to
meet numerous people telling me their family history for our newsletters. I am sure there is a
great wealth of history about the hospital and the people still out there to capture.
Back in early 2014 I was asked if I could find a room for a patient group to meet fortnightly. The
group were called Speakability and the person who ran the group would call to meet me. Well I
have never looked back and never met such a fun loving positive group of people in my life.
There is so much care for each other but no tea and sympathy! I have been out with them on day
trips and they are just wonderful people. They have not seen the last of me as I will be dropping
in to see them when I can.
I have loved working with one of our contractors Galliford Try both in the hospital for charity
events and in the community with Sherwood Park School. I have very happy memories from both
of these groups and will always remember fondly the children singing in main reception.
The new courtyard by main reception was such a wonder to be a part of putting together with the
trials and challenges. Of course meeting Fred Halligan and Ellie Grigsby were an added bonus.
I feel very proud to have worked at Queen Mary’s and it had been my dream from a young child
sitting in the children’s ward (ward 1/1a bit too young to remember). There are too many
wonderful people that I have worked with to name them all, some still working here and some left
years ago. I have seen junior doctors leave only to return as consultants, met up with school
friends again who worked here too. Have had so many good times but have also seen the not so
good times, but we got through them. I am blessed to have made lifelong friends and extended
family.
I am very proud of the QM Newsletter and how well it has been received by all walks of people. I
did not know if it would be popular or interesting, from the emails and comments that I have
received it has proved to be both and more. Long may it continue and I have now added my
email address to the distribution list.
Thanks for listening (or reading) take care and stay safe
Denise Webb,

Past editor QM Newsletter & employee of QMH 1986 - 2020

Your news and questions
If you have any interesting news from Queen Mary’s new or old you would like to share, views about
anything within this newsletter, or any questions you would like to ask about what is happening around
Queen Mary’s, do get in touch. If you would like this newsletter emailed to you please do let us know.
Contact details are: Communications Team on oxl-tr.communications@nhs.net
oxleas.nhs.uk

