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Newsletter 

Face masks and site safety 
From Monday 15 June, Queen Mary’s Hospital implemented             
Government guidance relating to masks and face coverings for staff,    
patients and visitors. When you visit our site, please remember to bring 
your own face covering and mask with you. 
We have also implemented a one way system within the main entrance 
leading to the first and second floors. There are red arrows on the floors 
and signage in the stairwells. Please use the new glass stairwell, to the 
left of main reception desk and overlooking the new courtyard, to go up 
and the old central inside stairwell to the far right of the main reception 
desk to come down. This procedure is in place to hopefully assist with social distancing. 
We respectfully ask all who visit the hospital to respect each other’s space and adhere to social 
distancing as well as regularly wash or sanitise your hands.                                                                       

Miss Elizabeth Haworth SRN SCM 
1931 – 2020 

Senior Nursing Officer, Queen Mary’s Hospital, Sidcup  
1973 – 1983 

 

Born in Sheffield, “Beth” Haworth spent a year as a nurse at a boy’s 
prep school in Derbyshire before training at the Middlesex Hospital. 
This was followed by midwifery training in Sheffield before returning to 
the Middlesex as a staff nurse. After nursing in Montreal and Winnipeg 
for two years, she came back to the UK as a sister at a Sheffield     
children’s hospital before returning to her old teaching hospital as a 
ward sister. Following an administration course at the Royal College of 
Nursing she was appointed as nurse manager at the Royal Free just 
before its transfer from central London to Hampstead. 
Miss Haworth was thus well equipped to oversee the move from the 
old huts at Sidcup to the new hospital on her appointment as Senior Nursing Officer of Queen 
Mary’s Hospital in 1973. Her initial task was to introduce the Salmon structure of nursing       
management before transferring the nursing staff from the 340-bed old hospital to the 600-bed 
new one, in addition to absorbing the staff from Sidcup Cottage Hospital and Cray Valley       
Hospital. In the early 1970s there was little difficulty in attracting good quality, well-trained nurses 
who were already living locally. 
Miss Haworth was never known to raise her voice, but her authority and experience in the         
organisation and day-to-day running of an acute district general hospital was soon recognised 
and valued by her nurses, doctors and administrators with whom she worked in the early days of 
the new Queen Mary’s.    
P E A Savage 
Consultant Surgeon 1974 - 1995                                                                                                  
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Sad farewell to Val Avery   
Val came along to the Speakability group when her husband Ron joined 
in 2013 after his stroke. She continued as a volunteer after his death in 
2016.  
 
She excelled in this role as she had an in depth understanding of stroke 
and aphasia, along with superb tea making skills and a great sense of   
humour. It was never dull.                                                                  
 
Along with her family, they were a great support to Speakability, raising 
funds and awareness for the group.                                               
 
She will be greatly missed by us all. 

Breast screening volunteer retires 
One of our Breast Screening Service long standing volunteers has      
retired. 
  
Sylvia Mitchell, who celebrated her 90th birthday last July, has  decided 
to retire. 
  
Sylvia has been a volunteer for over 30 years. She became a  volunteer 
with the Breast Screening service right from its inception in 1990. She 
was one of the first ladies screened at Queen Mary’s Sidcup and after 
her experience there decided to offer her help as a volunteer. She 
worked as a receptionist on the mobile breast screening vans. 
When the service moved to Kings College Hospital she followed it to    
become a King’s Volunteer. 
  
Sylvia is well known as a volunteer at Queen Mary’s, she volunteered at the chaplaincy helping 
with inpatients attending Sunday services. She also volunteered at Lewisham Hospital where she 
worked in the ’friends shop'. 
  
Sylvia will be missed; we will miss her entertaining stories of her life and all her pearls of wisdom. 

Peter John Bailey 
28.6.1956 – 5.3.2020 

 
We are so sad to lose our cheerful colleague Pete. He 
was the life and soul of Queen Mary’s Hospital from 
when he first started in 2001 through to his last days 
as part of “Team Porters” whistling and singing no 
matter what the weather.   
Pete always took the time to chat with colleagues from 

all over the hospital and make staff laugh even in times of adversity.  He made many friends at 
QMH as a result of this and will be missed by us all.   
Keep smiling, singing and whistling Pete, you’ll always be in our thoughts and hearts.  

Services are starting back                                                                   
We are glad to report that the hospital is starting to bring some of its core services back online.  
ALD has started to see patients face to face this month, theatres are coming back to site from   
1 July and children’s services have been physically seeing patients during June as well.  
 
This is a testament to the work being completed by the clinical and non-clinical staff to enable 
these services to run again whilst ensuring it is done as safely as possible for all concerned.  
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Speakability’s farewell to Brenda Dale,  
Brenda Dale sadly passed away on 29 April, four days after her 93rd birthday. She was quite a    
remarkable lady who, despite a very chequered health history, led life to the full. She suffered TB 
as a youngster, leading to the loss of a lung and a long period in a sanatorium which was to 
transform her life in more ways than one. It was there that she met another TB sufferer, John, 
who was to become her husband, although at that time her life expectancy was expected to be 
short. Over the years they were regular visitors to the battlefields of WW2 and commemorative 
events, leading to them meeting Prince Charles and Camilla on quite a few occasions. Until     
failing health recently and despite having suffered a heart attack and stroke over the years, she 
had even enjoyed cruises with her two sons.                                                                                                                     
However, having developed pneumonia and then Coronavirus, her lung condition left her without 
the strength to fight them off.  
She was such a kind, polite and positive lady with a fantastic sense of humour who always 
helped others. She will be very sorely missed by everyone who knew her.  

                                                                          

PET-CT scanner opening soon                                                                                            
Alliance Medical (AML) was awarded a 10-year PET-CT contract by NHS England under the 

Wave II PET-CT procurement to deliver PET-CT scanning services in South East London.  

For the last 10 months this service has been delivered from a mobile unit located on the Queen 
Mary’s Hospital site in Sidcup.  
 
In collaboration with Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust, AML has taken delivery of the new modular 
unit which was delivered to the Queen Mary’s Hospital site on 30 May 2020.  
  
Featuring a state-of-the-art GE Digital PET-CT scanner, the new unit will offer an improved   
pathway and access to services for the local cancer network in the community. Patients will    
benefit from improved turnaround times, more appointments readily available each week and an 
overall enhanced patient experience. The digital scanner boasting 
the latest technology has improved imaging characteristics and    
offers many other features to improve on the clarity and speed of 
scanning. In addition, there is significant scope to reduce radiation 
exposure to patients. 
  
The facility is scheduled to be operational and scanning patients by 
late July. 

Team Galliford show support                                  
We would like to say a huge thank you to the workforce of       
Galliford Try who recently donated boxes of biscuits for all the 
staff areas at Queen Mary’s Hospital.                                                           
Galliford Try was the contractor who undertook the                     
redevelopment of the ground, first and second floors of hospital. 
Their workers built lasting relationships with many of the staff and  
wanted to show their appreciation for everyone's hard work during 
these times.                                                                                       
The biscuits certainly made break times that little bit sweeter. 
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We thank you                                                                                                                            
All of us at Queen Mary’s would like to extend our thanks for all the tremendous gifts of curries, 
scrubs, fruit, biscuits, pasties, cans of drinks, sweets, cakes and so much more. Such gestures to 
all of us working in the hospital, whether we are doctors, nurses, admin, porters, domestics,     
catering, therapists, clinicians to name but a few, make such a difference. It lifts our spirits at the 
start of a shift or brightens the end of one. The wonderful rainbows on display keep us smiling 
and keep us going when we leave work or are coming in to work.  

 

Your news and questions   

If you have any interesting news from Queen Mary’s new or old you would like to share, views about 

anything within this newsletter, or any questions you would like to ask about what is happening around 

Queen Mary’s, do get in touch. If you would like this newsletter emailed to you please do let us know. 

Contact details are: denise.webb@nhs.net or you can telephone on 02039 107391 


