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Newsletter 

Make May Purple                                                                                                 

Thursday 31 May saw the Bexley Neuro Rehab Team ‘Make May Purple’ for the Stroke           

Association. Supported by stroke survivors, a stall was held at Queen Mary’s Hospital offering 

advice, leaflets and blood pressure readings. Some staff across the hospital wore something  

purple in support and paid £1 for this and our resident raffle wizard, OCS employee Eileen raised 

over £100 with her raffle.                                                                                                                               

Sarah-Jane Mahoney, Speech & Language Therapy 

Technical Instructor, said “Having the stall raised  

awareness of stroke and I am delighted to say we raised 

a fantastic £315 from the day.  A massive well done and 

thank you to all who supported us.” 

Clockwise: Bexley Nero Team and stroke survivors on the stall; Eileen selling 

Dhruv some raffle tickets; Sidcup Speakability and the Estates Team with 

contractors all supporting purple May. 

Vending services & info point                                           

Our new healthy snack vending machine has 

now been installed. It is situated along the    

corridor between the main entrance and Kidney 

Treatment Centre and community services. It 

has a selection of crisps, cereal bars and cold 

drinks. You can even pay by contactless card. 

Just right for out of hours service.                            

The new info point telephone has 

now been installed in the Urgent 

Care Centre. You can 

use this to ring a cab, 

contact the GP Hub 

and contact Transport 

for London for travel details. This is 

at no cost to you for the call. 
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Dot finally hangs up her tabard                 

Dorothy Matthews spent her last day as a  

member of the Friends of Queen Mary’s serving 

the public and colleagues and the many well    

wishers that just popped in to see her to say 

goodbye. At the very young age of 96 she felt it 

was time to stop and spend a bit more time with 

her three grandchildren, three great           

grandchildren and of course her son Nigel and 

daughter Sheila.                                                                    

Dot joined life at Queen Mary’s 21 years and 10 

months ago after losing her beloved husband 

Reg. She started in the maternity shop with two 

ladies she recalls, Pearl Young and Pearl Bull. 

She feels that she owes a lot to her daughter 

Sheila for all the help she has given her which 

has enabled her to continue for so long at the 

hospital.                                                          

Dot is sad to be retiring and will miss the     

companionship she has always enjoyed. Dot 

has always got on with people and has          

witnessed the many changes that have gone on 

at the hospital over the years. She would      

recommend volunteering to anyone and has 

even suggested to Sheila to ‘give it a go’. She 

will now have a bit more time to put her feet up, 

have a lay in and generally take it easy.        

Dot said: “I had wanted to go quietly but the   

volunteers were not having any of it,” as she 

pointed to the table full of cards, flowers,       

presents, sandwiches, cakes and bubbly that 

they had provided to mark her leaving.                          

Dot is no stranger to hard work or volunteering. 

During WW2 she was a Civil Servant and her 

role was a specialist typist using a little known 

machine called a Varityper. This machine could 

type in any language that was needed at that 

time. In her spare time she was an air-raid   

warden and was Deputy Senior Fire Guard for 

the Bexleyheath area. She recalls there used to 

be landmines that were like oil drums with arms 

sticking out dropped with parachutes. When 

these bombs landed if they were ticking it was 

ok, if it stopped they would explode. Dot was 

called to a house as they had a ‘bomb ticking’. 

She had to go and investigate and if she found 

it, would then contact the Police to have the  

area evacuated if the ticking stopped. When  

arriving at the house she could hear the bomb 

‘ticking’ then it stopped but then it started ticking 

again. This happened several times so Dot   

decided to go further into the garden to          

investigate. She eventually came across ‘the 

bomb’ which was two hedgehogs being a little 

bit passionate! The spines had sounded like the 

ticking bomb which was a relief not to be a 

bomb and 

caused many 

smiles after.         

We all wish 

Dot well and 

thank her for 

her cheery 

smile and 

years of    

service to us. 

Bexley archives for NHS 70th                                                                                                                                                   

Bexley Local Studies & Archive Centre kindly put a notice on their Facebook page requesting 

their followers to send in their memories about Queen Mary’s hospital for the NHS 70th birthday. 

They have been inundated with comments and we will be putting all of these in the newsletters 

for the next few months. We would like to thank Jes Cooban for this and all of you that have 

kindly sent in your comments.                                                                                                   

Jeanette: So much praise for this superb hospital. Have been treated here a few times in the 

past, witnessed family births and deaths, always with so much care from doctors, nurses and all 

staff xx                                                                                                                                         

Lesley: My son was born here on 15 November 1981 and my mother passed away here on        

1 April 1982. Two momentous occasions.                                                                                       

Joanne: I had breast cancer 2010 and the treatment I received was brilliant. So caring.                

Lynne: I trained there and worked there. Also had 3 of my children there.                    Cont... 
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Bexley Archives Facebook cont….                                                                         

Gillian: Had my tonsils & adenoids out when I was 8. Remember being wheeled to the operating 

theatre along open corridors. The theatre had cartoon characters on the ceiling, being told to look 

at them as I drifted off to sleep. When my parents visited my sister not being allowed in and   

waving to her through the window. A large tree stump in the grounds outside the ward. Having 

ice cream at every meal.                                                                                                                 

Sue: Both my children were born here; 1981 and 1983. I was quite sad when the maternity unit 

was demolished.                         

Edward: I remember the old buildings with good memories, The old hospital at Orpington was 

just the same sort of buildings.                        

Marianne: Strong memories of the endless verandas of the old hospital. Plus the long wards. I 

had an op or two done there, - but never at the 'new' building.        

Rosemary: My daughter was born there and my three granddaughters. The youngest one was in 

neonatal for 4 months as she was a prem baby. My daughter worked there in the 2000s and my 

husband spent 2 months there waiting for a heart bypass in 2001 before being transferred to 

Kings.                    

Ann: My mum Hazel Halliday worked there on the wards, I remember her orange uniform ☺     

Sally: My son was born at Queen Mary’s on 5 July 1991.                   

Brian: Spent a couple of nights there in March 1963 after going through the windscreen of a 

friend's Mini when it hit a lamp post at Ruxley Corner.         

Chris: Such a special place. My uncle was in the old hospital for amputation. I had two of my 

children there in 1974 1975. Worked there from 1979 to 1989. Great times.                                

Annie: I was born there in 1968 and grew up in Sidcup.                                                               

Debbie: I did my nurse training there and had both my children there too, 1986 1988. My Nan 

was taken there when she had her stroke in 1985 and the care she received was out of this 

world. Such a wonderful hospital.                          

Plane misses hospital and homes   

During 1955 Don Kenefick was a National    

Serviceman stationed at Biggin Hill on 615 

Squadron. He remembers one of the aircraft 

crashed into what was then a sports field at the 

top of Frognal Avenue. As Easter had just   

commenced, the official crash investigation 

team were all on leave, so four of us were sent 

to the crash site for a week to guard the    

wreckage.                                                       

The crash was due to engine failure, but the  

pilot had stayed at the controls for extra time to 

try and guide the plummeting aircraft away from 

the hospital and residential properties. As a   

result he didn’t bail-out until very low, his      

parachute didn't open fully and he broke both 

legs when he hit the ground.                                   

He was taken into Queen Mary’s Hospital and 

was treated for broken legs, but a tiny fragment 

from a break entered his blood stream.           

Unfortunately two days later he died.             

The local residents were very sympathetic and 

grateful that he had saved their homes from 

damage. They treated us very well and           

frequently brought us cups of tea and prepared 

food; but the general public proved to be very 

nosey.                                                                  

Few people owned cars in those early post-war 

days, but Frognal Avenue was packed    

throughout the holiday period with vehicles and 

sightseers. The police worked long hours to try 

and control the situation and we had to help 

with traffic control; guarding the wreckage  

needed close attention. Some of the public 

looked determined to help themselves to a  

morbid souvenir. Several scrap dealers loitered 

and two of them offered us money, which we 

refused. Written memories from Don Kenefick 

12.6.2018 

More comments next month                                                                           
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Your news and questions   

If you have any interesting news from Queen Mary’s new or old you would like to share, views about 

anything within this newsletter, or any questions you would like to ask about what is happening around 

Queen Mary’s, do get in touch. If you would like this newsletter emailed to you please do let us know. 

Contact details are: denise.webb@nhs.net or you can telephone on 020 8308 3013. 

Learning disability awareness week                                                                                       

On Tuesday 19 June Bexley and Bromley Learning Disability Teams showcased their work in the 

hospital foyer at Queen Mary’s Hospital together with Bexley Mencap and Advocacy for All.        

The day focused on the ‘Treat me well’ campaign by Mencap which aims to transform how the 

NHS staff treat people with a learning disability in hospital. Experts by experience from the Can 

you understand it? Team and Bexley Mencap visited various services to find out if reasonable 

adjustments are being made for people with learning disabilities using the services and to share 

with them the Bill of Rights.                                                                                                                         

In the afternoon, Raja Rajendara, our Learning Disability Carer Governor, officially opened the 

Adult Learning Disability Service which was followed by the cutting of a beautiful cake made by 

Julie Clarke, a Bromley Learning Disability Nurse and an afternoon tea. 

 

Above: Raj cutting the ribbon and above right 

the cake being cut.                                            

Below right: two photos from the stalls in the 

hospital foyer                                                                           

Gas works and road disruption                                                                                             

The Castle Oak development is having a gas 

main connected with works starting from         

23 July for two weeks. The works will entail the 

digging of the roadway to allow the pipework 

and connections to take place and then curing 

of the new concrete. These works will be       

undertaken in two halves with one side of the 

road being dug and re-surfaced one week then 

the other side and final connections in the    

second week.                                                                                           

Southern Gas Networks are supplying a traffic 

management system during the two weeks and 

it is likely that this will cause disruption to the 

traffic flow in and out of the hospital. In         

conjunction with this, the bus stop outside A 

Block (old out patient/UCC), bus stop HA will be 

closed for the duration and staff, patients and 

visitors will board/alight buses at a temporary 

bus stop opposite the Cancer Centre, bus stop 

HB.                                                                                                       

On behalf of Estates & Facilities, we apologise 

in advance for the disruption that these        

necessary works to the Castle Oak                

development will cause to staff, patients and 

visitors.                             


