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This edition remembers great people as well as sharing
wonderful words and acts of kindness.
J P Wilson MA FRCS
1932 - 2020
Jeremy Wilson was one of the first new consultants appointed to
provide a comprehensive clinical service in the modern 600-bed
hospital. He rapidly established a successful general surgical practice
with an interest in diseases of the colon and rectum and set up a
colonoscopy unit. With his medical colleague, Dr M Lancaster Smith, a
multi-disciplinary gastrointestinal service was formed with joint clinics
co-ordinating the management of patients with inflammatory bowel
disease. During his last year at Sidcup he mastered the then new
technique of laparoscopic cholecystectomy making it available to patients with gallstones.
A graduate of Cambridge and the Middlesex Hospital, Jeremy continued his interest in
undergraduate and postgraduate teaching during his 18 years at Queen Mary's, teaching medical
students and house surgeons from St Thomas' Hospital and the Westminster Hospital, and
helping 48 senior house officers and registrars progress up the surgical ladder to eventual
consultant or specialist posts in the UK or abroad. As a member of the postgraduate centre appeal
committee he played an important role in raising funds that eventually lead to the opening of The
Frognal Centre for Medical Studies.
A quiet but effective leader, he was chairman of the hospital division of surgery and of the medical
staff committee. He was also a Royal College of Surgeons tutor; and a council member of the
section of coloproctology of the Royal Society of Medicine. To many founder members of the
hospital, the phrase "The Pride of Queen Mary's" will always be associated with Jeremy. He was
instrumental in arranging for 'Paintings in Hospitals' to provide pictures to hang on the many blank
walls. On more than one occasion he could be found leading a party cleaning up the hospital
grounds or doing some light (and occasionally heavy) gardening.
In a surgical career spanning 35 years it is impossible to quantify the number of patients whose
pain and distress have been relieved, or whose lives were saved by one man's surgical skill. He
will be remembered with gratitude by his patients, with esteem by his colleagues and with affection
by all who had the privilege of knowing him.
P E A Savage

Consultant Surgeon 1974 - 1995

Memorial plaques
We have a number of plaques and benches within the hospital that are in memory of people but
do not have any history about who these people are. If you know of someone who has a bench
or plaque at the hospital, please email Denise Webb on denise.webb@nhs.net with information.
oxleas.nhs.uk

Welling Roundtable in the bag!

Queen Mary’s welcomed some help from the Welling
Roundtable when they offered their services to come
and pick litter in the car parks and surrounding areas.
Back in early July, seven members visited the hospital
one evening, after finishing their day jobs and set about
the car parks in front of the hospital and surrounding
parts. With ten bags of litter collected and a much tidier
looking site they called it a day, packed up and went
home.
Thank you all so much for the work you did.

A message from Dr Shee re Val White

“I am saddened to report that Val White died earlier this year. Val worked as secretary to myself
and Dr Willy Seymour for many years, having formerly worked for Dr John Williams and Mr Don
Gibb. When I was appointed as a physician to Queen Mary's Hospital in 1990, Val was already
well established there. She made me feel welcome and was a great help as she knew all the
different departments and "how the system worked". She was very much part of the hospital
community, and, for instance, I remember she and Kerry (Dr Lancaster-Smith's secretary)
running stalls at the annual fete, those were the days when hospitals used to have fetes!
Val was extremely efficient and a very fast typist (including shorthand). She believed in keeping
on top of the work and doing things in real time. For example, if I dictated a Monday morning
clinic, by that evening the letters were ready to be signed and sent. That must have been unusual
even then, and I doubt happens anywhere now. She was always helpful when patients or
relatives rang her for help or advice. I lost track of the number of patients in the clinic who asked
me to pass on their thanks to her. With her quiet concern for others one felt that Val's work at
Queen Mary's was as much a vocation as a job.
Val never married, but was very close to her family. She was extremely fond of children, and with
people she knew would always ask how their children were getting on. After her mother died, she
was fortunate in that she lived near her sister, Lesley, who was very supportive. After she retired,
Val developed memory problems and eventually needed to move into extra care housing, where
she appreciated having her personal possessions around her. She will be missed by many,
including those at Queen Mary's who remember her.”
Dr Charles Shee MD FRCP,
Consultant Physician, Respiratory and General Medicine, QMH 1990 - 2014

Christ the King - Sixth Forms
We are very proud to share with you a selection of pictures and student testimonials that were
sent to us during the lockdown period. There’s so many they will be shown over two newsletters.
We hope you enjoy them as much as we have and thank all that took
the time to do them.
Miranda Millbank
An inspiring photography piece
about the affects of the isolation

Tarique
Architectural work demonstrating
how to study efficiently from
home
oxleas.nhs.uk

Christ the King cont….
Ms Schutze’s daughter
Natalya
Natalya’s rainbow art aimed
at supporting our NHS and
making everyone happy on
their daily walks
Ms Power’s son Joe
Joe’s rainbow to brighten up his
house and support key workers
helping our community

Thank you all NHS workers, your work is invaluable and the
nation will be forever grateful for your hard work during
these pressing times. Thank you.
Abigail Field

God bless you all for the hard work and selflessness that you
have shown the whole country. I will continue to stay at home to
make sure I ease the burden you guys have so selflessly taken
on. We are all behind you!! Come on NHS !!,
Leslie Ariku
Thalia Barnett
Graphics student for her component 2
exam with the theme of social media
and conformity.
Dear NHS staff,
I would like to first thank you for all of the hard work and
dedication that you have contributed to saving the nation during
this devastating pandemic. Throughout the past month or so you
went above and beyond, risking your own lives and putting
others before your own selves. No matter your job description is;
doctor, cleaner, nurse, receptionist or pharmacist whatever your
job may be, you are all important to us and your courage and
bravery does not go unnoticed.
The whole nation is singing your praises! You are very important
to us. It isn't easy for you but just know you are not alone and all
of us as a nation are right behind you and supporting you every
step of the way. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Please
keep well, keep pushing and keep shining NHS staff. We
believe in you! Kind regards.
Yahleetah Mitchell
Dear NHS Workers aka OUR HEROES,
I just want to thank you for your dedication, courage, and
strength in such a testing time as this. You truly are the pillars
our countries , and we are so grateful to have you. We pray for
your protection and that you will be kept safe from the Outbreak.
And we just want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for
your commitment and love.
Elizabeth Oke
Thank you to all nurses, doctors, healthcare workers doing their
best to keep us safe during these tough times. We are grateful
and thank you for your selflessness. Keep safe!
Anya Lumsden
oxleas.nhs.uk

Ms Johnson’s son, James
Rainbow artwork to lighten up
people’s daily walks and
support our NHS key workers
In this difficult time, I want to
say thank you so much for
helping those in risk and
currently unwell in the
hospital. I’m highly grateful for
having the NHS to look after
those in risk. Sending my love
and support to all.
Marilyn
I am very proud of all of you.
You are doing an amazing job
and I just want to thank you
for the risk you have taken for
us. God bless you and your
family ❤
Rebecca Silvia-Rosu

Exciting pharmacy news

The pharmacy dispensary is moving to the
ground floor close to the main entrance.
The dispensing window will open on to the
public concourse but will be suitably private to
provide a pleasant experience and there will
be a dedicated seating area where patients
can wait for their prescriptions.
It will have an open retail area opposite the
Friends Cafe, which will compliment this part
of the ground floor and form a small retail
hub. A new addition to the dispensary
offer will be a private consultation room where
the public can sit down with the pharmacist
should they wish to do so.
The current dispensary was in the centre of the
hospital when Queen Mary's was bigger but
now the main entrance to the hospital has
moved the dispensary is out of the way. Moving
the dispensary to the main entrance area will
bring the facility back to the heart of the hospital
and we are sure that this convenient
location will be welcomed by all. The new
dispensary is under construction and will be
ready to serve customers in the autumn.

Picnic benches

We have some fantastic new picnic
benches in the newly refurbished
courtyard.
It just shows how one act of kindness can
be rewarded by another.
This is a wonderful gift from The Province
of West Kent Freemasons in recognition
of Sidcup Speakability and all the help
they gave to us at Queen Mary’s in
getting the courtyard ready back in
November last year for the unveiling of
the stunning Memorial to the soldiers of
WW1.
There were over 15 big planters that had
to be filled with compost and planted up.
The Speakability team just got stuck in to this work and even made contact with two major
nurseries / garden centres to secure most of the plants to cut down the cost. We would not have
managed to do this work without them and are so grateful to them for not only the work they did
but also for all the planning that went with it.
The three benches are made of recycled plastic to keep maintenance to a minimum and one of
the benches has been adapted for wheelchair access.
We will soon be having a couple of memorial benches added to the area in memory of recently
departed staff. Watch this space.

Your news and questions

If you have any interesting news from Queen Mary’s new or old you would like to share, views
about anything within this newsletter, or any questions you would like to ask about what is
happening around Queen Mary’s, do get in touch. If you would like this newsletter emailed to you
please do let us know. Contact details are: denise.webb@nhs.net or you can telephone on
02039 107391
oxleas.nhs.uk

