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Works still on-going, Pudsey, decorations and 

tales of the huts are all in this edition. We wish 

you all a happy and peaceful festive season. 

Acorns and Pudsey 

Retiring to a new role…                      
Dr Hashim Reza is Consultant Psychiatrist, 
Caldicott Guardian and Clinical Director of    
Informatics at Oxleas NHS Foundation Trust. 
He qualified MB BS (1982) at Lahore, Pakistan 
and MRC Psych (1989) after training in        
psychiatry and psychodynamic                     
psychotherapy at Southampton.  
 
He was appointed to an academic post at the 
Aga Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan where 
he managed a research database that was the   
beginning of career in health informatics.  
He also trained formally in continuous quality 
improvement and has had management        
responsibilities since returning to the NHS in 
1997.  

He has served as Clinical Director for Bromley 
Mental Health Services (2007-11), as Clinical 
Director Informatics since April 2011.   
Hashim joined the trust in November 2002 and 
Lesney Ward January 2014. 
Hashim has been in the lead role for the       
development and implementation of the       
electronic Care Records Service in London 
since 2005.  
 
He is retiring as consultant psychiatrist to an 
acute admissions ward in 
Queen Mary’s Hospital, Sidcup 
and taking up a new role with 
the Bexley Home Treatment 
and Day Treatment Teams in                   
January 2018.   

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

                                                                      

The Physiotherapy and Occupational Therapy 

Teams at Acorns children’s services,               

participated in Children in Need by wearing   

pyjamas to work for the day. Jayne Thompson,   

Paediatric Therapy Manager said: “We also   

included other members of the Acorns CDC in 

a sponsored Duck Race. The winner was 

Rhianna Cooper, who kindly re-donated her 

winnings into the fundraising pot. There was a 

great atmosphere in the department on this day 

and the children enjoyed it.  We are really 

pleased to announce that we raised £230”.  

We are participating in Christmas Jumper Day 

on 15 December, which is being organised by 

the Children's Community Nursing Team.  
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Christmas 1953                                       

Bernard Allen used to do voluntary work at 

Brands Hatch and later went on to become a 

marshal. He was an avid member of Greenwich 

Motor Cycle Club and there were usually       

between 15 and 20 bikers who regularly rode 

their motorbikes up and down Sidcup bypass 

around 11pm. It was on one of those occasions 

that he had his accident and was brought in to 

the hospital and remembers staying on ward 9. 

He had suffered a knee injury and spent 3/4 

weeks in hospital. He thinks his surgeon was 

called Mr Francis. He had to come back in 

some months later for another operation as he 

had nerve problems in his leg. Bernard lived 

with his parents in the Gordon Arms in 

Chislehurst and it was this that gave him the 

inspiration for decorating the ward that     

Christmas. The Sister of the ward was not   

happy the ward was a ‘pub’ but was happy that 

it won the ‘best decorated ward’ prize.          

See the pictures below. 

Bernard Allen above and to the left in ward 9. 

Christmas pictures through the years 
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The huts - part 8                                               

The time came when we moved from the old 

wooden huts to the red brick building further up 

Frognal Avenue. I do not remember a lot about 

the move as I spent quite a bit of time with 

some of my colleagues preparing the            

anaesthetic rooms of the large theatre suite on 

the second floor. All I recall is that the surgical 

side of the hospital was the last to leave. How 

they managed to keep on operating up until the 

last minute I shall never know. So we said 

goodbye to this famous location and faced what 

was to be a very different and extremely busy 

department.                                                            

All the wards were no longer visible like before 

and neither was the camaraderie of people in 

other departments. Most concerning of all -

where was all the daylight? This was something 

that was greatly missed as this theatre suite’s 

only window was at the far end where the    

sterilisation unit was positioned. Another great 

miss was the fantastic social side we had      

enjoyed for many years, this was all gone and it 

was a completely different world we worked in. 

I always remember the older surgeons also 

found the new environment less enjoyable to 

work in. As for my team of technicians, we 

found the work load growing week by week.  

We were also told that we had to look after the   

maternity theatre if an emergency arose and 

the quickest way to get up there was by an   

underground tunnel which led up to the unit  

itself. I had enormous respect for the surgeons 

and anaesthetists that I worked with for the  

previous  ten years. People such as Mr Clark, 

Mr Percival, Mr France, Mr Morcos and Miss 

Austin and the consultant anaesthetists Dr   

Fitzpatrick and Dr Farquar who taught me as a 

young man how to respect people and patients 

in my field of work which was very busy indeed. 

I strongly believe that they, having moved up to   

this new building began to contemplate         

retirement. The incoming surgeons Mr Savage, 

Mr Wilson, Mr Cleary and one or two others 

whose names evade me brought in so many 

modern surgical techniques during the 1970s. 

Going out of theatre you seldom met any other 

staff you worked with before as the whole  

building was so large. One wondered at the 

time whatever happened to the studio for the 

record request programme but that operated 

out of a room in the foyer of block b which was 

the main entrance. As for the Christmas       

festivities you did not see a lot of those but the 

carol service did continue in the ultra modern 

Chapel on the third floor. But to me it was never 

the same as it was in the ornate Chapel down 

the road. 

I spent four years in this building before I left in 

1978 but it was an experience I was so grateful 

to have gone through and taught me a lot about 

my working life, thanks to all the many people 

that I came into contact with. 

Memoirs of Gerry Hosking                                  

QMH Employee 1964-1978          

On the right the new 

Chapel back in 1975 

Upgrading kidney treatment entrance                                                             

Works have started on the renovation of the entrance to the Kidney Treatment Centre, ALD    

services and GP Hub. This work will continue for 3 weeks and we ask you to be mindful when 

using this entrance to take extra care. There may be times when this entrance will have to close 

and everyone will be directed to use the main entrance to gain access to the services. We      

apologise for any inconvenience that this may cause. If you have any queries please call         

Lee Bolton on 02039 107381 
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Your news and questions   

If you have any interesting news from Queen Mary’s new or old you would like to share, views about 

anything within this newsletter, or any questions you would like to ask about what is happening around 

Queen Mary’s, do get in touch. If you would like this newsletter emailed to you please do let us know. 

Contact details are: denise.webb@nhs.net or you can telephone on 020 8308 3013. 

News in brief……                                                                                                      

Cruse Bereavement Care - Remembrance Carol Service on Sunday 10 December at           

St James the Great Church, Bladindon Drive, Bexley, from 6pm. All are welcome. For more        

information please telephone: 020 8304 5245 or email: bexleyandbromley@cruse.org.uk   

Save the date Friday 15 December -  Sherwood Park School will be coming in to sing carols in 

the main reception at 12 noon.                                                                                                        

It is also Christmas jumper day. Please do check with your managers if you have permission to 

wear them at work. 

Phase 2 - Works for the refurbishment of Phase 2 will begin in the New Year with a projected 

completion of December 2018. 

Window replacement - The refurbishment of windows around the hospital site are due to be 

finished just before the Christmas period. 

Cold weather - Please do take extra care when walking around the site and when getting in and 

out of cars. Rydons and OCS are on standby to grit areas and pathways as required. 

Voluntary Services Department 
 

There are many different areas of the hospital in which volunteers are very 
welcome, ranging from gardening, driving, clerical, admin including reception 
duties, to assisting the staff on the wards with basic ward  duties and patient 
feeding. 
Volunteers should be responsible, polite, friendly and have an interest in 
helping people - offering their time and personal service for no financial gain 
but to help others, raise their self-confidence or to gain experience before 
entering a career in healthcare. 
We welcome volunteers from all backgrounds and no previous experience is required. For more 
information or an informal chat please contact us via: 
Voluntary Services, Queen Mary’s Hospital, Frognal Avenue, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 6LT 
Email: charnjit.gill@nhs.net   Team email: oxl-tr.volunteeringservices@nhs.net 
0208 308 3019 / 0208 301 9487 
 

You can also look online for vacancies if you are interested in volunteering for the Oxleas NHS 
Foundation Trust.  
You can view all our current vacancies on https://www.jobs.nhs.uk. 
You will be asked to apply for voluntary posts via the NHS jobs website, references are required 
along with an Occupational Health check, DBS check (Police check form) and an informal        
interview process. 
We estimate that the process of recruiting a volunteer can 
take up to approximately 6-8 weeks. 
We ask for a commitment of 1 day per week for a minimum of 
6 months. Currently we are not in a position to offer student 
placements (you must be over 18 years of age to apply). 
Please contact individual service providers for their                
recruitment process at Queen Mary's Hospital. 

We 

need 

your 

help 
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