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Past to present of Acorns, parking information, fabulous
new benches and more memories from years gone by are
all in this month’s edition. We hope you enjoy it.
Daughter of Turkey Oak is blooming
The whip that was taken from the grand old
Turkey Oak, that stands in the grounds of
Frognal Place, has finally started to sprout.
The cutting was taken in September 2014 and
was replanted this year.

Official opening of Acorns
Oxleas Chair,
Andy Trotter,
and Cllr Teresa
O'Neill, OBE,
leader of
Bexley Council
officially open
Acorns. Read
all about it
inside.

Parking news

Electric charging points for staff
We are pleased to announce that there are
Staff car park renewal notice
three charging points now available for electric
Your permit may be due for renewal.
car users. The charging points are located in
Please check the date on your staff car park
Car Park 6 in the rear corner (marked as blue
permit as we are currently undertaking
bays) nearest to the nursery link road. For
renewals for 2017/2018. If your permit is due to
further details contact the Estates Helpdesk.
expire or has already expired, please contact
the Estates Helpdesk to obtain a replacement. Parking Notices
We would ask that all staff and visitors take
note of any parking notices and restrictions
around the site and adhere to the advice or
information. Failure to comply with some
restrictions may result in penalty charges
(parking fines) being enforced on your car.
Contact details for Estates Helpdesk are 020 8302 2678 ext 4030 or via email on
oxl-tr.qmh-estateshelpdesk@nhs.net
oxleas.nhs.uk

Acorns celebrates
This was a delightful event to officially mark the
opening of Acorns, Children & Young People’s
(CYP) Centre, for children in Bexley.
The event was
attended by
Ben Travis, Chief
Executive for
Oxleas, Andy
Trotter, Chair of
Oxleas, Stephen
Whitmore, Director of CYP and Lesley French. The
ribbon was cut by Teresa O’Neill, leader of Bexley
Council. We welcomed guests from the CCG, the
council and local schools, to enjoy a cup of tea and
cake, and to join with Oxleas in celebrating the
opening.
Ann Lane, Head of Bexley Children’s Services,
looked back on the journey to achieve the
development of a children’s development centre
(CDC) specifically designed for the children of
Bexley and the hard work and commitment by all
involved to achieve it.
On a number of different occasions there had been
plans drawn up for CDCs on different sites, only
now we have seen the realisation of that dream.
Oxleas took over the management of the QMS site
in 2013 and was always clear that a priority was to
ensure that children's services were located in a
purpose built location at the hospital and to provide
a specialist centre that we could all be proud of.
Anne thanked Oxleas for its vision and commitment
to developing the concept and producing such a
commendable space for the children who need to
access the services.

Staff were present to enjoy the celebration and to
demonstrate the specialised activities that are
carried out within the centre. Having one location for
all specialist children's services so they can work
together in an integrated way to provide high quality
services for children and their families has long
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been an aspiration, a dream for many families and
healthcare professionals over the past many years.

Acorns has been designed to provide a place where
children in Bexley and their families are able to
access all the specialist children's services they
may need under one roof - whether that be
community paediatrics, physiotherapy, speech and
language therapy, occupational therapy, community
children's nursing, dietetics, CAMHS, audiology,
Portage - a place where children's medical, nursing
and therapy needs can be provided in a coordinated
integrated way.
Acorns has been developed and designed by staff
and families with specific input from the children
themselves into the design and colours that have
been used to create a calm but exciting non-clinical
environment, utilising both the inside and outside
spaces creatively. The children particularly enjoy
having assessments in the outside physiotherapy
areas.
From the wall and floor murals to the acrylic leaf
sculpture that now hangs in the atrium area,
throughout it all there is a theme of nature - visually
represented by the designs and colours.
The development of a SPA (single point of access)
has meant that someone is always at the end of a
telephone to deal with queries, check appointments
and direct messages to the appropriate staff.

MP for Northern Ireland,
James Brokenshire on
an earlier visit

The Huts—part 3

Old Queen Mary’s had a very happy working environment where mums, dads,
brothers, sisters, aunts and uncles often worked there during the ten years I
worked there. Out of all the staff many characters emerged and I will deal with three. As a theatre porter
my colleague and I took it in turns to empty an old open topped large bin which contained as you can
imagine many different things used during operations including glass syringes often with needles still
attached. We had to take this bin down to an old incinerator towards the medical end of the hospital.
There we were often met by an elderly gentleman who worked there part time who had very bad eyesight
and wore pebbled glasses. He would fire up this old incinerator at 7am and by the time we took this dirty
bin down to him an hour later, if he was there he would empty it for you. Quite often he was nowhere to be
seen, so you opened the heavy iron lid to expose a roaring fire and then you quickly tipped the contents of
the bin in, shut the lid and got out of there as quickly as you could. On the way back you could hear many
bangs from the syringes exploding - no sharps boxes in those days – no health and safety.
On becoming a theatre orderly we had within the staff a number of domestic workers. Two I remember
clearly, one was old Kate who was an East End "gal" who had a heart of gold. The other one was Betty,
whose main job was to fold and pack gowns, drapes etc to put into sterilising drums ready to be collected
for the old sterilising equipment which was based elsewhere in the hospital. Betty was a nice woman who
reminded us so often what country she was going to visit for her summer holiday, which was rare in the
60s. She would talk about it for weeks before she went and on her return did the same again! She even
invited my colleague and I over to her house to show us the slides of her holiday. We both went and
having seen the slides she then showed us a cupboard full of bottles and told us which country they came
from and then asked us whether we would like a cup of tea!
Anyway, to collect these drums for sterilisation was an elderly, stout porter by the name of Charlie who
would bring a very large barrow to pick up the items not only from the theatres but also from the wards.
He would then bring them back late afternoon with the already sterilised items. Finally one of the theatres
had a very large autoclave fitted which did the job in no time, leaving Charlie with less to do.
Memoirs of Gerry Hosking
QMH Employee 1964-1978

Far left, Gerry and Kate in the old theatre
staff room in the huts and left, Gerry when he
visited QMH last year in October.

great selection of hot and cold drinks, snacks, cakes
The lovely new bench tables were installed over the and sweets available but with all the profit that is
past two weeks in the patio area of the Lord Wallace raised they then purchase wonderful items to make
life better for all of those who are treated, work or
Memorial garden. Five lovely new sturdy benches
come to Queen Mary’s.
were purchased for the hospital by the Friends of
A very big thank you from us all.
Queen Mary’s. The old ones had been there for
many years and had seen better days.
This garden area has seen some lovely
improvements over the past 12 months courtesy of
the Friends and it has now become a wonderful
area for both staff and patients to be able to sit and
enjoy the nice weather. We would like to thank all
the dedicated volunteers from the Friends for all
their hard work coming in each week to keep the
café open and not forgetting those who take the
trolley round. Not only do they ensure we have a
A couple of workman enjoy a sunny March morning

Picnic tables look fabulous
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from one of the huts that had a shop in it. Peter
Being in hospital as a 13 year old boy in 1951 lived locally but remembers being the odd one
out. All the other patients came from all over
with Pleural infusion – fluid outside the lung.
There was nothing to cure it then just rest, but if the country. After a while he was allowed out of
it was that bad they would put in a needle and the hospital but only for two hours at first and
recalls going to Footscray to get his hair cut.
extract some fluid.
When he was allowed out for a day he would
Wards 20 and 21 were for patients with this
go home then go back to hospital in the
kind of illness. Peter remembers being nursed
evening. He recollects walks down the dark
by a man who had been in the first world war
Watery Lane on a Sunday evening when going
and had a disfigured face. He was so pleased
back from a weekend at home and is sure this
with how his face now looked. Visiting on the
was around October time. Peter left hospital in
ward was Tuesday and Friday 7.30pm to 8pm,
November and went to Worthing to recuperate.
Wednesday and Sunday 2pm till 4pm. His
He came out of the convalescent home in
brothers were not allowed in the ward to see
March 1952.
him so they had to stay outside and look at him
through the windows. When patients were near For many years after Peter was x-rayed at a
chest clinic in Chislehurst. If the x-ray machine
being better, they put their beds on the
broke down they would go to Queen Mary’s to
veranda. When he was well enough he was
have the x-ray then have to go back to
allowed out of the ward and some of the men
used to give him their list to get their shopping Chislehurst for the clinic.

Peter Morley recalls...

changed over the years from 1917 to the
present day but lack so many photos of the
Do you have any old photos of Queen Mary’s
inside of the buildings. If you can help us with
hospital? We desperately need some of the
any of your pictures from 1917 to 2017 please
inside of the current hospital from all areas,
wards and departments. We would like to make contact Denise Webb via email or telephone,
some big story boards of how the hospital has details at the bottom of this newsletter. Thank
you.

We need your help

Kidney Treatment Centre
The Kidney Treatment Centre (KTC) was
successfully handed over by the contractor on
20 March 2017, on programme and within the
agreed construction budget.
Guys and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust
who will manage the centre in partnership with
Diaverum are currently equipping the unit,
with the first patients due to use the new
Dialysis area on 24 April. The existing renal
unit, located in a separate building, will close

on 24 April.
The new centre is located on the ground floor
of the main building at Queen Mary’s. Car
parking for KTC patients will be available within
the Cancer Centre car park.

Your news and questions
If you have any interesting news from Queen Mary’s new or old you would like to share, views about
anything within this newsletter, or any questions you would like to ask about what is happening around
Queen Mary’s, do get in touch. If you would like this newsletter emailed to you please do let us know.
Contact details are: denise.webb@nhs.net or you can telephone on 020 8308 3013.
oxleas.nhs.uk

