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Exciting things have been happening at Queen Mary’s and 

more is yet to come. Most of this month’s newsletter 

is about celebrations. 

 

We took pride in        

receiving back to 

Queen Mary’s three  

cuttings from the old 

Turkey Oak which was    

always associated with 

the hospital even      

dating back to when it 

was Queens Hospital. 

These young trees are 

known as ‘whips’ and are small and slender 

and will require protection and regular    

watering during establishment.  We will be 

looking around the site for suitable places 

to plant them but must remember how tall 

they can become! 

We have triplets! 

Party fit for a Queen                   

On Thursday 21 April patients,  

visitors and staff on Meadow  

View celebrated the Queen’s  

90th birthday in style with an    

indoor street party. The day room 

was adorned in red, white and 

blue and a wonderful variety of 

food was consumed. A stunning 

red, white and blue cake, made 

by Michaela Lucas, Social Care 

Assistant, took pride of place in 

the centre of the table.                                                  

Activity Co-Ordinator, Fenelly 

Dowsett, said: “Although I am 

aware that the Queen officially 

celebrates her birthday in June, I 

wanted the patients to enjoy this 

special occasion of her actual 

90th birthday. There will be many 

wonderful televised programmes 

for patients to watch in June and I 

wanted to make sure they did not 

miss out on anything and have 

the chance to enjoy all of this 

year’s celebrations”.                 

The afternoon finished with a quiz 

about the Queen and Hannah 

Tomkins, Meadow View’s Lead 

Therapist who was also           

celebrating her 27th birthday the 

same day. Naturally            

Queen Elizabeth could not make 

the event, so Hannah kindly took 

her place - complete with crown, 

sash and sceptre!                                                   

Matron, Cathy Wilkinson, said: 

“The party was a huge success 

and well enjoyed by all who     

attended. I have received nothing 

but praise and positive feedback 

from patients and relatives. Thank 

you to all who contributed and 

helped us to join in the wonderful 

occasion of celebrating the 

Queen’s 90th”. 

Patients, visitors, staff and volunteers enjoying the birthday celebrations on 

Meadow View.  
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Roses return                                                   

 

Back in early 2014 three 

trepid explorers had the                                                                                                                                                           

task of going into Kent  

Women’s Wing central     

garden to retrieve the roses 

that had been planted there 

over the years in memory of 

young babies. They had to 

be careful how they went 

about this due to the nature 

of the plants and the building 

having many hazardous   

areas inside. They carefully 

lifted the roses from the   

garden area and they were 

taken back to the Bracton 

Centre where they were    

expertly cared for until such 

time as they were healthy 

again and there was an area 

at Queen Mary’s for them to 

be relocated. Thanks to a        

generous donation from the 

Friends of Queen Mary’s, we 

have had a lovely raised 

flower bed built around the 

patio area at the Lord      

Wallace Memorial Garden.  

Last week the roses were        

returned to us in a wonderful 

condition and were replanted 

in the raised bed. We had a 

raised bed built to enable 

our Expressions group to be 

able to tend to plants here 

and this also helps them with 

their rehabilitation. We are 

very grateful to them for the 

care we know these very 

special roses will receive.  

We will of course let you 

know how these roses     

progress over the coming 

months. 

News in Brief  

Congratulations - to Reg Bonner who has completed 10 years as a volunteer driver.  Reg is always ready 

to volunteer, often at very short notice and never complains.  He was presented with an engraved glass 

tankard. 

B Block - Phase one of the redevelopment affecting the ground and first floor are underway and on     

programme.  All normal routes throughout the building have been maintained.  Works affecting B Block 

entrance and main reception are scheduled to commence mid September 2016.  More details will be   

circulated nearer the time. 

Kidney Treatment Centre - Discussions are on track and works are scheduled to commence mid July 

2016. 

Endoscopy Services, F Block - New washer/dryers/drying cabinets have been installed and                    

commissioned.  Staff are undergoing training on the new equipment and systems. Phase 2 of the                  

redevelopment of endoscopy services are under review.   

Your news and questions   

If you have any interesting news from Queen Mary’s new or old you would like to share, views about 

anything within this newsletter, or any questions you would like to ask about what is happening around 

Queen Mary’s, do get in touch. If you would like this newsletter emailed to you, contact:                           

denise.webb@oxleas.nhs.uk 

A fond farewell was said to Maurice Hearn, 

a volunteer driver with Queen Mary’s for 

over 31 years.  Maurice sadly passed away 

on Wednesday 20 April. He had only         

recently retired from volunteering and had 

been awarded a Bexley Civic Recognition 

Award in 2014 for his support to patients attending the 

hospital, whilst never claiming any expenses.                                            

He will be sadly missed by his wife Marion and son. 

 


